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1. Intrcduct ion:  The mult ip l ic i tv of  v io l

To talJr  about v io lence is a l i t t le bi t  l ike ta lk ing

about disease in general: one lcror.rs one is touehing something
important, that ls very complocated., that it is easy to moralize
anr l  d. i f f icul t  to come up vr l th diagnosis,  prognosis,  not  to
mentlon a cure, a theraplr or the best of all: preventlve therapl'.

L\rt havlng sald tir is there is also a very inportant dissimilarity

between the tr*o f ie lds:  whereas in the theory of  c l iseases we

have learnt  to reke typologies of  d iseases, and typologies of

causes of  d lseasies,  r , , r i th a complex relat ionship between the

l lst  of  causes ar:d the l is t  of  pathological  ef fectsr  w€ are st i l l

irt a much more primitive stage in the theory of violer.G€ r
Al though there nay not be so much of  the old tendency to see

violcnce as a ruritary phenomenon, one type on1y, there is sti l l

a tendency to ask for  the cause of  v io lence. Some"authors f ind.

i t  in the part icular structure of  the human brain, ' /  others in

the lack of  inst inct  protect ion,  st i1J.  others uould look for

some residual instlncts in man, particularly relating to terri-

torlal possessiveness; then there is the vrhole raf,lge of explana-

tionr.; stemming from individu-aI psychology, from social psycholory

anrL f ron more maero-or lented social  sciences.

I have found it rnore useful to start in the other

end.:  not  asking for causes, but asking for ef fectst  for  types

of v io leDC€. A theor l  of  v io lence should be vict im-or iented,

not mcthod.-or iented.- /  And the vict i rns we are concerned vr i th

are human beings who suffer, I shaLl use a broad definit ion of

v lo lence as r  whether i t

is  caused by act i .ons of  other humar beings (direct  v io lence) o"

somehow the regRlt of the worklngs of social structures (structu-

ral .  v lo lence),))  t tsuf fer j .ngt t  may not be the best term: a

better expression might be travoidable reductj.on in hunan self-
realizatton"t*/ leavlng it very open what this night mean in
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var i .ous cul tures,  ln var ious points ln geographlear space,
in var loug polnts ln histor lcar t ime. More part icularry,
four types of  v io lence wir l  be dlst inguished: v io lence proper,
meanlng vlolcnce to the human body; poger"ty lmisery which is
nore l lkely to be nelated to goclal  structure than to any
conselous del ibenate infr ict ion of  suf fer ing by other human
belngsl  v io lence in the Bense of  a l ienat ion,  of  loss of
ldent i ty;  and vlolence in the sense of  repressiog, of  losg
of f reedom, pant icular l "y f reedom of ehoice.  Thus, the total
v io lence wouLd hurt  and hanrn mult i late both body and soul .
r t  wold add poventy and rnisery and lack of  crosenesg to any-
thing meantngful  to the indiv idual  to bodi ly v iorence and
lack of  fneedom. rn othen words, total  v lorence is what we
f ind today pract ised in totar l tar ign societ ies in the form
of concentnat l .on carnps, pnLsons and othen inst i tut ions,
repressing pcople and al lenat ing them from anything they want
to be close to,  in a state of  perpetual  n isery,  of ten adding
bodi ly tor turc to the other forns of  v io lence. 5)

Thene are important relat ionships between theee
types of  v lo lcnce: just  as a disease can cause another dleease
thnough genenal  detenionat ion of  the body, one type of
v lo lence may make a society more vulner"able to the othen types.
Thus, there ls the cx. 'assical .  (but  centainry not proven) theory
that nisery breeds dlneet v lo lence; and the mone plausible

theory that  a l tenat lon bneede dlrect  v io lence.o/  Through
patterns of  a l lenat ion dinect compassion ls bnoken down,
soclety ls run as a long-dlstance rather than a shont-distance
society,  and mechanisms that have pnotected people f rom harning
each other bodl ly,  even ki l l ing each other are eroded away. / /

s iml lanly there is a l inkage between repression and misery:
in a society narked by r^epr"ession a structure that  inf l ic ts misery
even on tha maJor i ty.  might be mone viable,  over generat ions,
even centuniee. Direct  v io lence may be used to establ ish
soclet les wl th hlgh leveLs of  repression and misery,  and they
mlght bneed dlrcct  v lo lence in returnr BB an ef for . t  to overcome
thle phenomenon. Thusr the o1d adage t tv io lence bneeds violencer l
would ln genenal  hord not only for"  each type of  v io lenee, but
aleo between the var. ious types of  v lo lenee. 8)
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fn at l  of  th is there is a paradox for modern, r ich,

smal l  soclet ieg l lke New ZeaLand on fon that matter Norway.

For al l  pract lcal  purposes we have been able to abol lsh misery

and have extended fneedoms to the ent ine populat lon ln a

conBldenable nunben of  f ie lds:  Ln choice of  spouse, pLace to

l ive,  occupat lon;  the f reedom of thought,  of  impression and
expneeeiong the freedon of  movernent,  of  assoeiat lon and organi-

zat ion;  the fncedom of consumer behaviour al l  of  these
within Limltat lons for  sure,  and more extended to some classes

than to othens, but rarely ent i re ly denied to rnajor sect ions
of the populat lon.  Why then, ehould we have an upsurge ln

direct  v io lence? 9) And why, then, shouLd we at  the sane

t ime have an increase in mentaL diseaees? 10) gotn problems

have been bother ing New Zealandfs society to the best of  my

knowLedge, and i t  is  tempt ing to explore the possible relat ions

bgtween these phenomena.

One l lnkage rnay be provided hene by the concept of

al ienat ion,  r r l ,ong-distance societyt t .  The concept is aB proble-

nat ic asrrdLseasettandrrv io lencerr ,  so th is may be a c lear

case of  t ry ing to explain the obscure by neans of  sonething

even more obscure.  However,  i f  a person loses some kind of

fundamental  contact  wi th the environment,  wi th other people,

wi th society as a whole,  wi th nature,  in the sense that l t

a l . l  appears abctractr  ES remote objects to be handled and

manlpulated rather than as something l ive and wann, near and

emotlonal ,  would i t  then be so strange i f  th is phenonenon

should relate both to psyehological  d isturbances and to v io lentt

social  d ieturbances? 11) There could even be tniangular

reinforclng relat ions here:  a l ienat ion leadinB to sof t ,  not

yet  eocial ly unacceptable psychological ly abernat ions,  these

ln turn leadlng to v ioLence, v io lence leading to despaLrt

anxiety,  fean of  c loseness which in turn wouLd lead to '  or

be ident ical  wl th,  more al" ienat ion.  InJect then into th is

the klnd of  lack of  contact  wi th onets own sel f  that  may be

the resul t  of  the other types of  a l ienat ion,  not to ment ion

the type of  aLienat ion that stens fnom rout in lzed and bor ing

wonk wlth no dlrect  pereonal  re lat ion to the wonk productt

and a sense of  neaninglessness r+i th l l fe rnight be the obvious

consowuence. 12) Vlolence of fers an answer here:  i t  is  an
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out let  fon act iv i ty,  for  short- term meaningfulness, in a
senge a heaLthy s ignr €.B.anong ghetto youths depr lved of
pract ical ly al l  other pogsibt l l t ies of  exper ienclng together-
ness wlth othens ln 

"  
t ""r  IJ)  ( ln conneet lon wi th v ioLence

ugual ly refemed to as a gang),  der iv ing meaning from short-
term Buocesses, not f rom long-term uneertain pnonises of
carGer succeEs. rn ghort ,  ls  i t  to be expected that one
can eonstnuct a soclety I lke the society we have without
lnpl ieat iong of  the k ind ment ioned? on put di f ferent ly:
could t t  be that our economic wel l -being and our f reedom
have been bought at  a pr iee ln terms of  v io lence and al ienat ion
that uLt inately might Berve to reduce the amount of  f reedom
we have gained, in ef for ts to contnol  the v io lence, and arso
to reduce the eeononic welL-being because there is a l imi t
to how wel l  a l ienated robots real ly can "del iver the goods"e14)

To exprore th is nore deeply tnore aspects of  contempo-
rany trmodernft  Boclety wi l l  have to be explored. And thie
w111 be the topic of  the pnesentat ion,  ending with the eon-
clugion that there rnay be some fortunate,  i f  unexpected
eompat lb i l l ty  between cer" ta in steps modern, r ich societ ies
wi l l  have to take to cope with the obJeet ive intennat ional
s i tuat lon and the internal  cr ises in our societ ies as expressed
ln termg of  v io lence and al ienat ion.

2,  9n socla: I  strget l reg,  e lose and dlstant .

To go more deeply into th is,  let  us now concelve
of eoclet les ae made up of  two types of  structures;  an
fralpha gtnuctune" which is what above is cal led long-distanee
soclety,  and a rrbeta structurert  which is based more on elose-

1tr \
ness.*"  The fami ly,  the f r iendship group, the smal l  t radi-
t lonaL vl l lage rnay be exanpl"es of  the lat ter ;  the structure
of modern bureaueracies,  corprbrat ions and universi t les of
the fonmer.  Societ ies have var ious mixtunes of  these two,
fnom soclet ies that  ane very loosely eonneeted sets of  beta
uni ts,  uaual ly nelat iveLy sel f -suf f ic ient ,  to soclet ies where
these uni ts have (almost)  d issolved and strong alpha etnuctunes
domLnate.  The process that r r took Europe out of  the I ' t iddle

1K\
Agesrr  Lv 

'  and into i ts present,  phase ls the long story of
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how aLpha gradual ly was bui l t r  orr  an ever larger"  scalet

betwecn state and capi ta l ,  Later on jo ined by the universi-

t les and rceearch inet i tut ions in general ,  u l t inately burst ing

thnough nat ionaL bordens into wor ld-eneonpassing structures.

fn th lg proccss the srnaLl  uni ts had to suf fer .  Relat ively

sel f -suf f ic lent  v lJ. lages can today onLy be found in the nost

remote,  marginal  corners;  f , r iendship groups are probably

more f l "u ld than beforer and as to the fami ly:  not  only are

the t les of  the extended fani ly vanishlng, The t 'nuelcar fami ly ' r

( rather c lunsy sociologese fon the couple wi th their  of fspr ing)

ls aleo dlseolv ing and not only thnough separat ion and divorce

of the panents,  but  a lso through a process whereby parents

end chl ldran become nr. l tual ly i r re levant to eaeh other at  an

ever ear l lerut"g".17) Thus, l t  may look as i f  parents

lncreaslngly give up rais ing their  chi l "dren in any moral
r  R\

Ben6er '" '  hoping that schooLs, agsoeiat ione, and I tsocletyr l

wiLL sonehow take care of  the job,  Ineidental ly,  for  th is

tremendous soelal  t ransformat ion to take placera technology

based on non-aninal  energy and machines for product ion and

more and more ef fect ive forms of  tnansportat ion and communi-

cat ion wene necessary,  but  hardly suf f ic ient  causes. There

also had to be an ethos, a mental l ty def in ing these huge and 19)
vert lcal  gtnuctures aB somehow r ight ,  modern, naturaJ. ,  normal.

Today that mental i ty is suppl- ied to al l  of  us through

a theory of  I tdevelopmentr ' ,  cur iously enough shared by l iberal

and marxist  th inkingr2o) according to which not only indus-

tr la l lzat lon,  but also large seale structures are normal and

lndeed deairabLe aspects of  the process l te are in.  One nay

debate,  f lght ,  even die for  the r tcorreett t  rat lo between

pr ivate (oorporate) and state (bureauerat ic)  ownarship of

nea,n6 of  produet lonl  a ninor factor,  i t  would seenr relat ive

to the consensus so far that  b ig is moderrn,  smal l  is  outdated'

archalc,  t radi t lonal .2 l )  As a consequence nar iages came about

by r fnat ingt t  carde in computens, leaving the matching process

to huge narr iage f i rms; Chr istmas cakes are suppl ied by the

supermanket nather than by Mothen baking them, vacatLons come

in conrr lnt ient  pre-arranged packages, etc.  -  evenybody ean

supply hls and her minor vacat lons of  the same baslc theme.

Those to the lef t  w111 tend to be cr ib ical .  of  corporate bipgresst

thosc to the r lght  of  state bigness; ei t t rer  wiLl  tend rather
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opt lmist lcal ly to assune that l f  one could get nld of

the othen type, the wnong type of  bJ.gness, then the type

one favors w111 prove harmless.  But th is posi t ion is

certainly not bonn out by present day exper ience from

eountnleg where the gtate is very strong and corporal

capi ta l  ia weak (Soviet  Union, Eastern Europe),  or  whene

corponatc capl ta l  ls  vory strong and the etate relat ively

weak (Unl tcd States?).  Rather,  what is here cal led an

alpha structune le more or less the same vert ical ,  f rag-

ment ing,  segment ing -  whethen i ts embodiment is state or

conporate.

t ,  Two. typgs of  d i rq_ct v io lence.

The problen, then, is exact ly t row this ef fects
patterns of  v lo lence in modern soeiei ies,  th is t ime st ieking

to more convent lonal  concept ions of  v ioLenee, part icular ly

the vlolence that k i l ls ,  and ki1Is direct ly.  Let  us dist in-

gulsh,  however,  between two cases: v io lence against  persgns,

and ,  part l "cular ly agalnst  the

state and agalnst  corporat ions.  The lat ten is usual ly referred

to as ' fpol l t ical  v io3.ence",  because the violent act  is  seen

as instruncntal  to some kind of  societal  change. The forrner

ls referned to &s t ter inet t ;  bodi ly harm j-s made use of  as

access to money or other objects,  for  the purpose of  revenge,

fon sexulL grat l f lcat lon.  Just  aB the old dist inct iongrrrhtrotr t

cr imeg agalnst  property,  against  the human body, for  sexual

purposcs, and white col lan cr imes are not very good as an

empinlcal  typology because they may be combined in a aingle

act,  thc dlet inct ion between violence against  persons and

agalnst  organizat ions 1s also problemat ic.  Needlese to sayt

the t t tenronLgt"  a lso gets personal  grat i f icat ion,  and even

i f  he ie pol i t ical ly aconscious: he nay gain grat i f icat ion

from the professional ly wel l  executed act  of  v io lencer for
46\

ingtance.t t l  And, conversely:  the present author learnt  when

servlng hal f  a year in a Norwegian pr ison ae a conscient ious

objecton ln the 1950s how rfordinaryi l  pr isoners saw their

cr imes, usual ly against  property,  8e snaI l  bat t leer badly

coondlnated, poor ly executed, in a long and uphi l l  f ight

agalnst  society:  "by-now they must undenstand how despenate

my sl tuat lon iur" .23) There were v is ions of  how cr iminal  acts
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might prol l fenate and aceumuiaLe l ike str ikes ln one of

the nanxlst  catastrophe vis ic is i* , : ,*  : :  g;eneral  str ike

into & state of  generaS" Lav*}ee$nesc" "And thenfr ,  f  would

ask rrwhat happens?i l  -  *nd +; i ' re ar lswsrs usual ly becane very

vague. 0f  course, i f  t l :e answer$ had not become vague, that
pengon wouLd probab)-v e-th*. ' : :  have tr*en a suceessful  enough
cr lminaL not to be ear:gi : t ,  or-  a p;*)" i i  ic  ian,  rnaSrbe belonging

to &n r fextremist t t  groi" lp"  Nevertnei . rss,  the diet inct lon is

a usefuL one as long as one is wi l l inE to assume that in a
single act  of  v io lence t l rer*  nay he comp,:nents of  e i ther

type, and that human mot i .v.?t , ion* usual l : f  are ni-xed,,  not  as
singleminded as soei* .1 s ' : ieEr,e t ;gprr i , rg ies night make us

bel leve.

4.  Condi t igns Jor : ioLe_q,f j :  aagi{rst ,  psrscns.

Under what condi t ions,  thenn do we get v io lence

agalnst  persons? Maybe the best way of  answering wouLd be

to start  by rephrasing the quest ion:  why is i t  that  we do

not have more violence in society that  we have? Why is l t

that  t te do not have, in faet  ,  t i " re fan*us condi t ion descr ibed

by Thomas Hobbes, the wap oi  a l l l  ar ia inst  a l l ,  the soeiety

where l i fe is nasty,  brut ish anC short? I f  we assume that

all human beings are out te get 8.ny1.i 'r1tt ' t*, cr at, least some-

thing, why is there not more violence? Part ly because people,

many peopleo in many soei"et ies car:  Eet qui te a lot  wl thout

violenoe, pantLy beeause there are srr*ng counterval l ing

forces and mainly beeause soeiety has mechanisns that at

the Eane t ime reguLate what people can get and inhibi t  against

v io lence unden eer ' "a in ecndi t ions.

One of  the leading soeial"  scient ists of  th is century,

Ruesian born Pi t i r im Sorokin * , ' rho worked rnost of  h is produet ive

l i fe in the Uni ted States,  uged to dist inguish between three

types of  lnterpersonal  re lat ions that at  the same t ime const i -

tute types of power: €gip,i l l .gtlq., gglf.Sfgg!-Ugl,and coetsive.

The fonnen works in c l .ose social  re lat ions,  is  very normat ive,

moral ,  takes ln the whole personaJ- i ty,  does not aek for reward

or punJ.shnent but simptl:r , i ,t, l" ike ti:e mother-ehl}d relation from

whlch the father prclbably is learning. There is an elenent of
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One basic faetor underLying al . l  of  th is,  and part ly

ref lected in the term Sorokin ehose, i l faml l is t icn,  is  the
ldea of  non-subst i . tutabi l i ty .  fn a fami ly the membere are

only subst i tutable wi th great palns:  one may lose & chi ld

in an aaoldent and adopt anothen (or the chl ld nay lose a
parent and get e step-parent ) ;  one may remarry af ter  d ivorce

but thenc is usual ly much sufferLng involved" I t  is  very

di f fenent f rom changing a eol l "eague at  work or f rom what is

found ln a busdr iver/passenger or.  mai lman/mai l  receiver

nelat i "onship.  In these relat ionshlps,  typieal  of  long
dletance, aLpha type society,  thene is a very higb Level  of

substt tu9aLl l t ty:  changes in persons may be aecompanied by

surpr lsc,  but  hardly by suf fer ing (or ratheno l f  there is

suffcr lng involved, then this is a sLgn that a femi l is t ic

elenent has crept into an otherwise eonbractual"  re lat ionship).

A*1 that has been said also appl ies to cr ine in
genenal  and to v io lence in part icular.  fn elose social

nelat lonships v io lence certainly also may oecur,  when the

faetons ment loned do not work suf f ic ient ly wel" l ,  But when

vlolence str ikes,  l t  w111 have a very speci f ic ,  non-subst i -

tutable target.  The cr imes of  passion belong here:  the
paBslon i l tuns f rom the cLoseness of  the relat ionship,  the

cr ine f ron the f rustrat lon when the relat ionship does not

work out.  A t r iangle loaded with jealouey nay lead to

vlolencc very di f ferent f rom the rapist  who ki l ls  h is v ict im;

in the former t t  is  qui te c lear who w111 be the tanget(s) '  in

the lat ter  there is a very high level  of  subst i tutabi l i ty

l t  is  d l rected against  Womel l  ag such. For that  reeson recent

feminietena1ysesofr8,pez5m1at ionofdom1n&nceand

vlolencc rrbetween the two Bexesrt ,  as opposed to r fbetween the

two pensonstt  lnvolved, seems very correct .  But i t  is  a lso a

depersonal lzed, a-human relat ion typica).  of  our social  forma-

t lon.  Thene 1g also lnpenoLogical  theory $ome reeogni t ion

of th ie di f ference: even i f  the penal ty meted out for  a murder

should be the s&me in the non-subst i tutable and the subst i tutabLe

ca6esn the danger of  recidiv ism is obviously much higher in

the lat tcr .  Cr imes of  passion are to some extent excuged.
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In the Weber-Parsons tradi t ion in sociology iwo

other word-palrg have played a considerable roLe:
Iunl .vetraal let ic vs.  part ieulanlst ic"  and l td i f fuse vs.  speci f iet t25)
The fonmer corresponds rough!.y to our t tnon-subst i tutaOle vs.
subst l tutablet t ,  for  in a unlversal ist ie relat ionship other
people are t reated al lke,  aeeordj .ng to obJect ive cr i ter ia,

not accordLng to oners own part icular relat ionship to them.

The lat ten has to do with how much.of  the other person ls

brought lnto the relat ionship,  whether i t  isrrs ingle-strandedrt
(spectf lc)  or  r rmult i -stranded' t  (d i f fuse) as anthropologists

may say. Obviously,  in general  non-subst i tutable relat ionships

wi l l  develop rnore easi ly the more the othrer person is taken in,
i ,e.  the more di f fuse the relat ionshlp.  But a farni l is t ic

nelat lonship represents sone kind of  qual i tat ive jump, i t  is

not menely a quest ion of  adding more qual . i t ies in oners per-

cept lon of  the other.  One rnay get to know somebody more and

morer Vet the tnansi t ion into fn iendship/ Iove or enmity/hatred

br lngs in something qual i tat ively di f ferent.

Schematical ly,  the concepts relate as fo l lows:

part icular ist ic universal ist ic
(nffie) ffi)

dif fuse FAMILISTIC
TitEfrFstnanded) (Beta,  c loseness)

spec i  f lc

(  s ingle*stranded )
CONTRACTUAL

( AI.pha, dLst i rnce )

Thus, ln al .pha stnuctures there are also ways of  get t ing what

one wante,  but they are more speci f ical ly def ined, and obtained

ln more unlversal lst ieal ly def ined relat ions.  In short ,  they

are contractual ;  the logic of  the social  re lat ionship is

dl f ferent.  One baslc problem is now, that  through contraetual

relat ions mater ia l  th ings can be obtained; money and the market

being the mechanisms through which the universal ist lc/speci f ie

lot ic of  the soclety are upheld and r"elnforeed. But th is is not

so Eood for non-mater ia l  grat i f icat ion love cannot be bought

for money, the adate says.

Moneoverr  the expansive nature of  a lpha structures

wl l I  a lso whet appet i tes of  a l - ) ,  of  us for  more and more of ,  the
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mater ia l  th lngsr Bo the idea of  t ry ing to E€tr  by extra -
contractual  methods, what one cannot get eontractuaLLy
comes eesl ly.  I t  is  very naive to bel ieve that th is idea
would come nost easi ly to those who get least  under contract ,
ln other words to the lowest income groups, not to ment ion
thoee even below contractual  nelat ions.  Appet i tes may be
pnoport ionate to what one has, not to what one needs.
Moneover,  the mechanisms inhibi t ing cr iminal  behavior may
be more openat ive lower down in society,  for  reasons to be
explored below, except at  the veny lowest,  most marginal ized,
lncoheslve levels.  Consequent ly,  whi te col lar  cr imes may be
much more inportant to society than bLue co1lar cr imes,
That the system hi ts the lat ter  more is an obvious consequence
of the fact  that  laws are made by,  and lega1 inst i tut ions are
otaf fed by,  people wi th whi te rathen than blue col lars,

Let us now try to summarize what has been said
so fan ln the S-eurve_lrypothesis of  inereasinF violence:

Frequency
of
violence
against
persons

6

Beta structuresrclose

Famil ist ic FamiList ic
relat lons relat ions

Alpha structures rdistant

e f feet  ive not ef feet ive

The beet protect ion atainst  v io lence is the elosely woven beta

structune. This does not mean that fami ly l i fe ig al l  that

non-vloLent.  Af ter  a l l ,  chiLd-beat ing and wife-beat ing are
wel l  known phenomena -  but  they should be taken as s igns that

the reLat ionship ie not fani l is t ic ,  that  thene are elements

that tnhlbi t  compassion fr"om developing, for  instance.
Moneover,  there is not only the beat lng of  chi ldren tr in cold
bloodrr ,  but  aIEo trhot bloodrr  v lo lence, 8s mentLoned above.

Nonetheless,  the v io lence levels ate low relat ive to what is

known fnon 'tnoder.n" gociet y ,27l

Contractual  Contractual
relat ione relat ions
effect ive not ef fect ive



In alpha structuneg the protect ion against  v io lence
ls more fragl le,  volat i le,  vulnerable,  I t  works as long as
i t  works.  But contractual  re lat iona are not the mater la l

out of  which gul lg and shage (or,  more preciseLy, ln order
to have a deterrent ef fect :  the ant ic ipated pain of  6ui l t
and shame) are nade. And i t  is  certainly not the rnater ia l

out  of  which compassion is formed, Hence, moder:n soeiety is
based on a very doubtfuJ.  hypothesis:  that  conpassion+gul l t+.sh&me

can be bul l t  in one sett ing,  presumably the faml ly,  and then
transfenned to,  drown upon so to speak, in another set t ing,

in schools,  &t  work,  in society at  large. Why is there so

l l t t le cr lme ln v l l lages, in the countryside in general?

Beeause the morale bui ld ing context  is  a lso the one which

one works,  l lvee in general  t t  is  not  only becauge of

hlgher v ls ib iL i ty in the c loeer ni l ieu.  The Spanlsh veJtr i ienza
ie what one nay feel  infnact ing a norm coning fr"om*Shsse nean by,
fami ly,  k ln,  neighbours not f rom pinching a tooL in the

workshop or misappropr iat ing some funds in an anonymously

run company. I t  is  not  enough to be a norm-receiver when the

norn-senders are far  
"*"r .28)

Why do cr ime rates seem to be so much lower in Japan

than in the Western industr ia l ized world in spi te of  the fact

that  an assembly l ine looks fa i r ly much the same ln both places?

Becauee the Japanese have understood to some extent how to

comblne tr tnadi t lonal t '  and rrmodern" elements,  not  only in the

sense of  havlng them co-exist ,  s ide by s ide, but ln the sense

of creat lng a new type: the universal ist ic/di f fuse cornbi-
. tA \

nat ion. tv l  In a Japanese company hlghly object ive rules

exlst  def ln lng relat ionshiper €, t .  ru leg of  senionl ty.  But

the nelat lonshlp is much more di f fuse than in the West,

the company relates to many more aspects of  the l j " fe of  the

employeee, e. ! .  that  of  f inding a spouse, of  act int  as a

go-between, of  pnesiding over the wedding. The word " famiIy"
or t rone btg fani lyrr  is  of ten used ln th is connectLon and

bnlngs out the obvious: this_jig_Ltrq settint that nakes the

morale-bui ld ing and the working l i fe context  col .ncide to

the point that the Japanese may even behaJe rrbetlert ' in work

conte_xt thaq-ln g famil.y conig{t. Something of the same may
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also apply to the People!s Commune Chinesen br" l t  l t  is

to be expect*d that  un, ler  t l re pre. :s*nt  post-Mao regine

a trangforrnat ion f ron universa} iet ic lCi f fuse to universa-

l ls t ic /specl f lc  wi l l  take place, wi th eonsequent r ise in

cr lme nate, ,  ]o )

At th is poinf , ,  then, let  us br ing I .n ihe faeton

Bo far not touched at  a} l " :  qg_eqc_ionr or,  i f  one prefers

that term; puniehment ( includlng for detenrence, the threat
of  punlehment ) .  Ttre term aetual ly stands for a sequence

of processes, such as iaw-making; deteet ion-mechanisms;

adJudlcat lon (comparing vaLidated detect ion reports wi th

val idated rules);  adrninistrat ion of  sanet ione; and r"eview

of the ent l re process. The social  logie of  th is scheme is

mone compat ib le wi th alpha than with beta doninated society:

centnal ized Law-making, relat ively centraLized law-enforce-

ment and a hign l "evel  of  d iv is ion of  labor bui l t  into the

ent lne scheme. The system i tsel f  is  based on contractua]

more than on fani l is t ic  re lat ions a)" though many ef for ts,

and lnportant ef for ts,  are made to buiLd the law-enforcing

agant ( tne poLiceman) into the c i ty neighbourhood by giv ing

hlm a broader range of  act iv i t les than deteet ion and appre-

hgnsion, In the v i l lage the pol icenan ls usual ly more

effect ive the more he i .s a part  of  tne v i } lage col lect ively

and can draw on reservoirs of  ant ie ipated shrame, not only

fear of  punishmenb. The pr ice paid in terms of  corrupt ion

and amlgorLsm is probably a rninor one rel ,at fve to the gains,

Accordlng to th is type of  t ,h inking there should be

a relat ion of  mutual  re inforcement between the growth of

the alpha str l lc ture and the gnowth of  eoereian as an inst i -

tut ion of  cr lme control .  0n the other hangu the transi t ion

from fami l ls t ie to contractual  re lat ionship bot,h inereases

the mot ivat ion,  and decreases the softer impedlments against

cr i rne ln generel  and vlolence in part icular:  as deser ibed

above. The growth of  J"arge-scaLe ci t i .es provldes sett ings

nieh in mutual) .y subst i tut ,able v ict i rns,  Murders in t r iangles

of Joalousy may cont inue; v io lence inside the wel l -  funct io-

ning faml ly cont inues to be Low (but thene rnay be fewer

weLl funct loning farni l ies ) ;  v io lence in f r iendshlp groups

is low (and there may be more of  them);  v io lenee in a wel l
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ln the most contractual  of  aLI  societ ies,  the Uni ted States,

through the deals made between the cr iminal  and the pol ice/court

of f lc ia lB:  r ryou test i fy agalnst  othere,  and we ehal l  not

Furgue youn case furtherr f  -  a pattern no doubt also found

eleewhere, but not so expl ic i t lyr  so contractual ly) .  t2)

In general  the Iaw enforcenent inst i tut ion is seen

as exact ly thatr  88 an inst i tut ion in society rather than
of eoclety.  Predictably,  i t  wi l l  lead to ef fonts among
cr lminale to beat the lnst i tut ion,  and the logic is very

sinl lar  to that  of  an arms race: each side watches the growth

in ef f lc iency of  the other s ide and concludes that i t  has to
do sonethlng simi lar  in order to (re)gain the upper hand.
The more sophist icated the techniquee of  the orr€e the nore

sophlst lcated the techniques of  the other.  Just  as for  the

arms race there ls a deLicate and not wel l  understood nangin
between the Seyl la of  too l i t t le law enforeenent nachinery
(as seen when the pol ice is on str ikeS3)) and the0harybdis

of  too much (as seen in soeiet ies where there is v i r tual

warfare between pol ice and cr iminals) .  In general  i t  looks

as l f  th is nargin orrrwlndowr'( i f ,  indeed, there is a posi t ive

window anywhere: the window rnay be negat ive) is being over-

stepped qulc l t ly ,  moving towands ever hlgher levels of  lnternal

law enfoncenent machineny, and that was the point  we were

try lng to make.

5,  CondLt ione for v ioLence against  organlzat ions.

Let us then move on to the gecond type: vLoLence

agalnst  onganizat lonsr op pol i t ical  v io lence, today known as
t t terror lsht t ,  and, for  ehort ,  let  us use that term. Why should

there be aB increase in ternor ist  vLolence today? Why does i t

come r ight  now, when we trnever had i t  so good?ff  Two factors

seem to be part icuLar ly important ln any ef for t  to t ry to come

to t r ips wi th th is problem, maybe three.

First ,  wi th
pnedomlnat ing thene

The structure is too

not for  pnoblems and

alwayc poasible in a

beta pushed ever fur ther back and alpha

wiLl  be a comntunicat iog probleg in sgciety.

large, too vent leal ,  too compl icated

conf l ic t  to be art lculated that is

eociety whieh harbors so nuch f i reedotn of
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expressLon ln i ts mass nedl .a and i ts pol i t ical  Ooaiesl l )
but  for  problems and conf l lc ts to be resglygA with a speed
commengurate wi th the speed to which people l iv ing in these
aoclet l "es have become accugtomed. Terror isn is a s ign f rom

lhe intenlol  of_9hese soclet ies that  sonething. among i t
conmunlqat lon,  l loes not funct ion _wel l .  There are obvious
cases euch as the f lght  for  l iberat ion for  nat ional  minor i t ies
(tne Paleet ln lan case) and less obvious, l -n the sense of
lesg clean-cut,  cases such as the incneasing pol . i t lcal  v io lence
ln the 0erman, I ta l ian and Japanese societ i "*?4) l " rs c lear-
cut  because t t  ls  less c lear what the goal  is .  An lndependent
new nat lon'etate ls easl ly undenstood by those who f ight  for
i t  and by those who regist ;  a c lassless society remains
unclear s lmply because there is no clear ' -cut  model around"
Thus, l t  ls  hand to bel- ieve that people reaI ly,  in the 1ong
run, wi l l  cont inue sacr i f ic ing their  l ives in order to have
bueiness run more by state buneaucrats and less by t tpr lvatert

intereste.  But,  however th is may be, there is a problem

somewhene, and i t  is  wlse not to assume that the problem is
nenely located ln the psychology 6f  the lndiv idual  ternonists.

Second, wi th increaslng central izat lon of  society

the soclet iee not only become more eentral lzed and more di f f i -

cul t  to ehange because of  s ize and r ig id i ty l  they also become

mefq_vqlnefable.  Pol i t lcaI  power is concentrated ln few
persons ln the state or corporat ion machiner ies,  enerty power

ln few centree a wel l  d i rected abducat ion and a wel l  p laced

bonb may have more lmpact in paralyzirtg bureaueraciee and

corpDrat iona, and ln energy suppLies,  than in less central ized

social  format ions.  The black-outs in New York are godd

exanpLee here,  and so ls the abducat ion and ul t imate k i lL ing

of a key I taLian pol i t ic lan Easter 1978,35) of  course, there

are othen I ta l ian pol l t ic ians,  but the symbol ic s igni f icance

ig nonetheless considerabLe. I t  ls  a str ike against  the core

of the etate,  and the symbol ic vaLue rests preeisely in the

character of  the v ict im as being non-subst i tutable i t  is

not olnply any pol i t ic ian but one who enbodies the system

more than most,  The vulnerabi l i ty  rests wi th th is c i rcunstance

aleo Bome pol i t ic lans tend to become vlr tual ly indispensable

in lange scal .e systems by v i r tue of  their  exper ienee and the
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secrets and conf idence vested in them. Compare thls to a
highly decentral ized system, a country consist ing of  numerous
smal l  beta unJ.tsr  each one with i ts own sets of  por i t ic lans

and energy supply system - each one perhaps somewhat vulnenable
to such pract ices,  but then the others wi l1 gunvive.

Thus, the structune produces both mot ivat ion albei t
of ten of  a veny di f fuse nature,  a deoire to cry and shout
one t  s proteste to the heavens, a4q-a strate3y: f th i t  at  the
vulnerabLe brain centers of  the system; they ma;r  be wel l
h idden and protected but once darnagedr the pay-of f  in terms
of system paralysis is considerable ' f .  And to th is,  then,
should be added a posslble th l rd factor hinted at  above:
the way ln whlch the system i tsel f  produoes contexts that
ane highly nelevant economical ly,  social ly and poLi t icalJ.y

but not noral ly and consequent ly not pr"otected by compassion,
gul l t  or  shane. Terror ism drawe on the same basic nater iaL
as ordinary er ime, but i t  would be a basic mistake to def ine
the terror lsts as ordinary cr iminalg however nuch they may
coopenate wi th some of them because they need their  pro-

feesional lsm in some of the technieal i t ies.

Who are the terror ists? 0f  cour"se they are fYom

the upper ranges of  
"o. i " ty.J5) 

Other segments of  society

ney aLso want change, but not of  society,  only in society
ao that they tet  more power and mone opportuni ty to enjoy the
pnlv l legee bui l t  into the social  structure.  They ane not

thnough wlth that  eocial  format ionSST ) ,n",  have only had

enough of  belng doninated and explol ted whlch toes far towards

explalnlng why thcy do so eaally aeeept .ldeologl,cs*that re-
produce lnequal l ty under other formulas,  nore pnomisi .ng for

thenselvee. Many of  the terror ists nay be of  th is type,

and to the extent they are intel lectuals thus may be hoping

for a eocial  order where educat ion wi l l  count more and

capi ta l  less,  fon instance. But for  othersthe totaL format ion

hae to be changed, giv ing bir th to a new social  order -  they

have seen i t  a l l  (not  the least  in the l ivee of  their  parents)

and found i t  want lng" They are through with i t .

In addl t lon to th is there ls another factor:  they

almost have to be intel lectuals,  on at  least  to have a sol id



18

intel lectual  kernel .J8) They need theonies to guide then
ln the understandlng of  modern society,  and in onder to locate
what is,  presunably,  l ts  nost vuLnerable points.  Above al l ,
they have to be lntel leetual"s in orden to bel leve that soclet ies
are changed through such acts lg)  -  or ,  perhaps none than
intel lectuarg,  they have to be almost myst ics to bel ieve that
out of  the asheg they rnight conceivably create by some wel l
d i rected hi ts at  the centprs of  modern society Bird Phoenix
mlght ar lse.  More part lcular ly,  to bel leve that out of  the
fascism easl ly generated by destroying contemporary social  or
l lberal  democrat lc soclety some kind of  social ist  or  anarchist
utopia wi l l  ar ise requires a fa i th border ing the myst ical .
A mueh more real ist ic pnedict ion would be that out of  fascisn
comes even more fascisrn -  par" t ieular ly gince a fascist  sociaL
order can be seen as l i t t le but an author i tar ian version of  the
alpha structures already character iz lng our society.  But who
said intel lectuals are reaList ic?

Just as for  cr lme andviolence against  persons i t  may
be predlcted that v io lence against  organizat ions poLi t ical

v lo lence -  wi l l  be accompanied by and reinforeed by increasing

thett forees of  law and orden'r .  As a matter of  fact ,  the analogy

wit t r  an arms race wi l l  be even more appropr iate for  the s imple

reason that on the othen side, the non- law-abiding eide, there

are no longer ondlnany cr iminals who accept the goals of  soclety
(ever more mater ia l  goods),  but  not the rules of  the game as to

how to achieve i t .  0n the other s ide are highly intel l igent,

wel l - tnalned people,  in fu l1 command of  social  resources inclu-

ding sty les of  behavior,  ways of  ta lk lng and aet ing.  A lower

niddle c laee pol lce force, social ly and educat ionaS. ly,  used to

deal tng wlth a lower c lass c l lentele of  b lue col lar  cr iminals,

suddenly hae to deal  wi th upper middle c lass terror iste,  their

super lorc in a dlsagreeable number of  contexts.  Hence, not so

strange that they are remankably inept at  deal ing wi th them with

convent lonaL pol lce methods, even when praet iced at  a large scale.

Coneequent ly,  l t  ls  to be expected that society wiLl  nobi l lze

more counterfonce, and part icular ' ly  mone intel l igence in both

senses of  that  word and since that presunably is avai lable

ln the mlI l tary,  lneneasing mi l i tar izat ion of  the f ight  against

ternor lem is to be expeeted." /  This,  in turn,  wi l l  make the

eoclety more l ike the society the terror ists say they are f ight ing
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atalnst ,  thus making thelr  doctr ine less welrc l ,

In short ,  the coneLuslon le about the same as for

v lo l"ence agalnst  pensons: the v io lence is eaused by a certain
goclal  etuuctune; to counteract  the v io lencermeaoures are made
uee of  that  re inforce that structune further; . ,as a eonsequence
we are on the upward r lse of  a spiral  of  aet i ! - rgact io eecalat ion.
How fan this can cont inue is di f f icul t  to B&Vr but bhe relat ively
safe predlct ion would be that increasing proport ions of  the
society w111 entage in law-breaking and J.aw-enforcenent;  or  in
devlant behavlor and l ts control .  ObvLously,  i f  that  proport ion

beeomeg too high, society entens a pathoJ.ogical  state.  Poosiblyr

later generat ions wi l l  say that some of our most tmoderl l "

eoclet les have already entered that stags.4l)

5.9@19s.

What,  then, would be a course of  act ion wi th a more

bnlght prognosis at tached to i t? Given the pnesent analysis

the answer to that  type of  quest ion ls obvious: strengthen

beta structures,  weaken or modify the alpha^structures;

reeneate pattelng of  c losegess, for  short .4z) There is a

concrete example:  the nfree ci ty ' t  of  Chr ist iania in the very

center of  Copenhagen, to a large extent populated by r tdrug

addicts and juvenlJ.e del inquentsrr  as the detractonsof giant

social  exper inent,  based on the peaceful  occupat ion of  unused

rnl l i tary barracks wouLd express i t .43) no*"u"" ,  th is is not
the pJ.ace to enten lnto any of  the detai l "s in that  connect lon;
euff lce l t  only to emphasize that new patterns of  c loseness
may onLy etruotural ly be simi lar  to what we already know from
histony, they do not have to be ident ical .  r t  is  not  a quest ion

of recreat ing the extended fani ly or even the nuclean famiLy
of the past;  that  would probably be meaningless anyhow.
conviv ia l l ty may be based on other factors than consanguini ty
as the connunes tend to showl but then i t  should also be pointed

out that  they tend to be more short l ived than a far i1y.44)
Or,  le i t  rather that  the biological  fami ly has so dorninated
our v j .s lon of  what c loseness may mean that we cannot abstract
euff ic ient ly away frorn i t  to tet  at  what is egeent ia l? After al l ,
the famiJ.y is a very powerful  souroe of  morale and moraS. i ty

bui ld ing ln spi te of  the fact  that  we do not choose nost of  the
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other fani ly members,  we can pick spouses and fr lende
accordlnt  to personaLi ty,  but  chiLdren we only make;
and the chi ldnen certainly do not chooge their  parents.
Thuc, convlv ia l i ty based on more fneedon of  choice miarr t
conceivably etand a better chance, al though the fneedom
of cholce nay also imply the f reedom of reJect lon ( just  as
the fneedom to dlvorce was an obvious eonsequence of  fneedom
of choiee of  spouge aB opposed to namiage contracts drawn
up by panents and othens).

In concLusion Let i t  only be pointed out that  our
societ iee -  modenn, induetr ia l ized, democrat ic -  may have
to necreate pattenns of  crogeness whether they want i t  or
not,  and not as a response to incneasing vlolence. of  course,
the lat ter  may also play a role:  neighbors rnay come together
lnvent lng mechanLsms of  defence against  the perpetrators of
v io lence; they may even leave cl t ies and f ind refuge in a
countryside lese gaturated with objects for  the enr ichment
of  those who commit  v io lenee against  persons r  op Less satu-
rated with targets that  pay of f  for  those who comnit  pol i t ical
v io lence. Thege defense mechanisms would a ' l ready ental  a
centaln decentral lzat ion,  but th is is not so much what we
have ln mind.

Ratherr  w€ have in mind decentral izat ion,  or  recentral i -
zat lon as i t  ls  bet ter referred to,  as a rresponse to the
economic regtructur ing cunrent ly taking place in the wor ld
(we refuse to refer to i t  as at tcr is ist t ,  for  what is cr is is
to one may no of ten be promise to anothen).  The big state
and corponate struetures bui l t  in modern societ ieg also owe
thelr  e ize to their  actual  and potent la l  use fan beyond
nattonal  bondere,  in intergovernmental  and transnat ional
cooperat lon.  But th is pnesupposes a lot  f rom the reet of
the wonld,  pant icular ly that  not al l  parts of  i t  are capable
of dolng the same. Even more part icular ly:  i t  presupposes

a Lange Third World wl l l ing to serve infer ior  ro les in the
internat lonal  d lv is ion of  Iabor.  But i t  ls  precisely th is
lnternat lonal  d lv is ion of  labor that  is  undergoing basic
change, wl th a number of  countr ies that  some years ato pLayed

veny marglnal  ro les today start ing as expontens of  industnial
produots.  I t  may be objected that the prof i ts et i l l  to a
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large extent accrue to the First  Wonld,  but  that  is  only a
tranal t ion phase. The basic point  is  that  these countr ies,
l " ike Japan did,  are going to make a substant ia l  dent into the
trade hegemony of  the First  wor ld,  pushing the Finst  worrd back
to more reasonable ghanes in wonld product ion,  tur .n-over and
consumptlon of  raw mater ia ls.  The resul t ing imbalanee between
product ive capa,cl ty and ef fect ive denand on the wor ld narket,
glven thlg t ransfornat lon wiLl  sooner or later,  through phases

of unemploynentr  poggibly also war to regain lost  posi t ions and
to cneate demand through destruct ions,  have to end up with
soclal  fornat lons less doninated by induetr ia l lsn and mass
over-product ion relat ive to First  World demand. Under such
clrcumetances societ ies based on a mueh higher level  of  sel f -
re l iance, including local  sel f - re l lance may be recneated in
the Weet the f l rst  s igns already being there ( t t the green wavert ! .

Ae f . ikely,  or  nore l ikely some might sBVr however,
would be a development j -n an inereasingly fascist  d i rect ion,

which in that  case would receive inspirat ion f rom inereaslng

internal .  v lo lence of  the twg types descr ibed and increasing
external  pressure for  some kind of  economic roI l -back,  as a

necesoary and logical  sequel  to the pol i t ical-mi l i tany rol l -back

known as the decoLonizat ion of  the 1960s.

So; there we are,  , faeed with considerable di lernmas.

And vre have not even ment ioned the other symptoms of  a social
format ion approaching the end of  i ts  potent ia ls:  the wor ld t rends

towards increasing numbers of  people l iv ing in misery,  lncneasing

lnternat lonal  v io lenee, repreesion in var ioug parts of  the wor ld,

not to ment lon the increase in nentaL digeases. In shontr  the
total  v loLence ment ioned in the intnoduct ion seens to be on the

Lncrease. Economic wel l -being and freedom of choice are et i l l
pr iv l leges for netat iveLy smal l  parts of  humankind; lsLands in

an ocean of  v lo lence, misery,  repression and al ienat ion,  of ten

found t ight ly interwoven with these phenomena. Dlnect v lo lence

agalnot pensons and against  the society are parte of  these
phenonena, but they are cnucial  aspects of  them, Solut ions or
procecoes that thend to decrease these fonms of  v io lence may

well at the Bame tlne have important bearing on the other forms

of soolal l lLs. So, the rest of our eentury wil l cal-1 on al-l-

gur t4a8fns$'t-$brand Cr€atlvlty - there are glant tasks to be
dfne t '  :
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)*  Fapc:r :  prepared for the New Zeal-and law Soclety Convent ion,

Auck1anr i ,  3I  l4arch, 1978.

: i .  Ar.hhur Koest ler  has publ ished a.n art ic l -e al l  araund the
wOrld arOUnrl  *hi . :  fh.mo, ar j  usu:r l  very ConVinCingly Wri t ten,
r fhele in only one di f i icul tJr  wj  th the Koest ler  t j resis:
j . t  is  about human beings as a rvhoie,  about lp$q_,seeie4q.
It does not explain why there are such vari6Tliff iEiig
noclet ies,  and within societ ies over t ime, not to ment ion
why there are such va.rlat ions anong human beings and in
hunan beings over t ime. i ' Ihat  such theor ies actual l l r  te l l
1 l : r  is  nainly that  there is e potent ia l  for  v io l ,ence ano a
cal .pacj ty for  v io lence in human beingsr f lot  the rather im-
po:: tant  where,  who, rvhen and why.

?,  l lowever,  a general  fascirrat ion v l i th tho ' roz 'no*z ' : rny of
viol-ence anr l  h is or her tools .bae, ortJ" 'J ib".rr l , i " r .a the
rnore humanitar lon concern vr i th the v ict im, and has had a
profor:nd inf iuence on er iminological  th lnking.

' i 'h is c l i r ; t inet ion v/as f i rst  nadc by the
thc a:r t ic ler fViolenee, Peaee, and Peace
qf lcacc F.eseareh 1969, ido.  -J1 also in
-I ie:rearch, Vo1. T,  Copenhagen, I  j lers,  1

I 'Violcnce is here c lef i .necl  as the cause of  the c l i f ference
between the potent ia l  and the actuaL, in what could have
bcen anr l  vrhat is.  Violence is th.at  urhich increases the
cj- i r ; tance between the potent ia l  and the actual ,  and that
t"rhjch impedes the r lecrease of  th is distance'r .  Ib jc i ,  p.  111.

' l 'hus,  i . f  one rvants to k:rorv ut l tat  pea.ce i3,  sorTte insight can
he obta- i -ned f : :om.pr is- :onsi ,  conccntrat ion camps and sini lar
J.n: i t i tut lons used by deprer;s ive'  : :egirnes. l lor , iever,  i t  should
lre ar lder l  that  peace i= not s impl; '  t ie negatr  on of  these forrns
of v io lence, i t  has al-so a losi t ive connotat ion rTlore open
to lmnginat ion and constr let i r re thought and pract ice.

Anr l  th i r :  is  a lso a theory that  has been presente. l  for  the
r,-r.n!r,"r '+ nnrnrrorlf ,  j6n of the I ' iew Zeal-and f-1aw Soe'i  etrr- i  n the1,.  

. ' , " , . "  l /vvrL v j  

'  

I I r

I )aper by Dr.  R.TT. Culpan, t tVioleneetr .  He d.oes not use the
worr l  n. l ienat inn,  but he saJrs:  i lA great part  of  these tradi-
t ional-  st : :ueture . . , :  ha' ' re r l is integratecl  in toclayts society.
l lnther has of ten been d.emoted to a cog in a machine and his
j  n f l  t rcrr  ee rcplaced by the rnecl ia anr i  by peer: '  .  One by one,
rnathe'rrr :  tasks have been taken al . iay f rom h.er by Comest ic
ani i l leneies and by social  agencies,  forc ing her to embark
on a l i fe- long and of ten hopeless quest for  a new rolert .

Tt  is  enough to th ink of  the possibi l - i ty  of  long-distance
ki  L l  ing to real- ize the s igni f ic : : rce of  th is point ;  i t
r ;houl .c l  only be remembered that the long r l is tance is not
n(--( . - 'esscrr i ly  that  betweren the R5? pi lot  and the South-East
Asian peanant,  measured in feet ,  but  the distance between
i. r  young thug and a taxi  dr iver: ,  rneasured in anonymity unj- ts.

A*J.

!a

present author in
Qrrs ee r6r |  f l  ,Tournal
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17. Tn other r+ords,  hor i lontal  d lvoree between parents and
chlldren may be much more important as a sign of breakdornrn
<l f  the fami ly than vert ical  d ivorce betvreen the parents.
I 'erhi lps the least  studied categor;r  vrould be rrr /er t ieal  d" ivorcer l
betrveen sl 'bllngs to what extent are Bfblings removed frcrn
cacl :  other to the point  of  total-  i r re levance bJr the structures
of nor lern society? Jn short ,  i t  rnay be that the expressj .on
in r ;oelologeoe I tnuclear fani lyt t  is  not  so bad af ter  a l -L:
there is some simi lar i ty to the f iss ion of  a nucletos.- ' in the
process over t ime!

18. Amltai  Etz loni  is  repeated" ly making this point  -  a rather
lnrportant one. l, l i th the general assumptlon of the wel-fare
i tate that  f ' the state wi l l  somehorrr  take care of  i t r r  one
shor; ld not be astonished i f  people contr ibute Ie ss voluntary
l tssistanee dur ing natural  d isa*ers or somehow assume that
r :a is ing of  chi ld.ren w111 also ul t inately be taken care of
by the state,  i f  not  at  schoo]r ,  &t  least  and u" l t imately in
youth pr isons o: :  youth calnps ( todayrs funet ional-  equivalent
of  put t lng the young boys into the.  army or on board a ship
to beat some d. iscipl ine into them?).

19, t \nd.  th in ethos certainly exists i t  seems to be close to
the western eoncept of  development.  For more on this,  see
Johan Galtung, Tore l le iested, I i r i lc  Rudeng, ' rOn the last
2500 Years of  l lestern History,  A'ncl  Some Remarks .3I t  the
Ooming 500",  Chapter 13, Vol . lJ ,  The I 'Tew Cambridge l {odern
tTlstoitr, !p . 518)75L, fcirthconing

?.O. i, 'or the sirnilarity betvreen marxi-sm and liberalism in that
regarrl, $ee Johan Ga1tung, Itf\ 'ro l lays of belng r"' lestern:
i lome Simi l -ar i t ies between l t {arx ism and f , iberal ismrr,  papers,
Chair  ln Conf l ic t  ancl  Peace Tlesear:ch,  Universi ty of  0s1or1978.

21. ln th i r . t  respect,  compari .ng the Un:ted States ancl  the Soviet
i in ion,  th is consensr. ls betvreen l iberal ism and narxi .sn seerns
to be so nruch more important than many of  t l re s imi lar i t ies
bett*cen them. And this j -s ra. the: :  s igni f - leant in the current
i r leological  s i tuat ion s ince so many people seem to feel  that
( . )ne ei ther has to be one or the other,  there is no thi rd
al ternat ive,  This,  of  course, io rdrong: the Youth Revol te
of the late 1950s, nolr /  perhaps in a more passive phage,
bear test imony to a considerable interest  in a th i rd al ter-
nat-i.ve rvhere sma1l units wil l- play rnuch more of a ro1e.

??..  Jn one of  the rnore interest ing art ic les on German teruor j -srn,
.r ' lr interview tvi.th one of them
(" Lch habe bl indwtt t ig daran
prof : i .c i .ency under ly ing these

proninent.

in Der Spiegel  r  T.August 1978
geglau i lprofesslonal

aets of  v io lence become$ Yery

2r, Tlhls was very rn:ef ny o\.m e-xperience lrith fe11ow.a.u,nfi,tGg
in a l{onvegian prisoir vrhere I tvas 't doing ti-metr as a
cons:cient lou$ objector in 0s1o six months dur ing the winter
196+-55 -^report-ed in ny book Fengselssamfi4netf  nt  Forsak pA
+palfr .sgr,  Os1o, U-niversi ietsfor
thotrght that  th ls was more a v is ion-.oS the pol i t ica[ ]  conscious
pr ison inmate,  the vray r  saw nrysel f ,  {_t  proved to be i is ions
?Fied by very many of them, or at lea^st-a language in which
their  gr ievances against  society l^ fere erpressed.



?4. Koest ler ,  for  lnstance in } , . is  ar t ic le j -n t j .e f ta l ian
J,r i lspresso.r 'Que,1 sernente che ci  str iscia nel  craniot t  is. -n i  

s i i  c  in t l is  regard ( f  g rebruary 19?8, pp.B5-9?)very pes]. l
l lowever, the comments made in footnote 1 above are sti11
relevant: th.ere must also be nany other factors at work,
per:haps some of those factcrs are more amenabl-e to change
than tlLe strrrcture of the human brain.

. r i  -  of  nnrrreo, t l re eol l .ect ive cxr;ression of  : : l .pe as a ,"veapon
irr  most c lear in cases of  ' , , iar ;  evident l ; i  nai ly of f ieers
seerc to th ink that  i t  is  thc prerogat ive of  their  soldiers
that they should be 1et loose on the unprotected women in
a conquered country.  0r ,  coul .d i t  rather be that th is is
the rervarr i  held out to the soldiers for  c lo ing the most
clirty an.c1 c1...urgerous t;ork of t^rar, the offrcers being the
aclministrators,  reserving for themselves sex under less
pr: ' -mit ive condi t ions,  but at  the arrnyrs expense? For an
attalysis of  the role of  rape in connect ion r . r i th occupat ion,
r ;ee I 'TalaJra lTpsir le-dorwr,  bJ '  e l . i r .  l lee Onrrr  lederal  Publ icat ions,

-  

l  /ar: : i  n ' -ann,^tr  ,  )976, chaptcr ?,  ' r?-aperr  .  (  lhe t i t le of  chapter 1
irr  r rConfusion'r  and of  chapter 3 t r - l ' ;oot in:  ancl  F-obberyrt) .
Thc reference, of  course, 1s to tne japanese occupat ion of
1942-45,

26. i lor :  s.n anal l , rs is of  a l l  these terms, see Johan Galtung,
l i t lmbers of  Tvro l lo:r1ds, 0s1o, Univers, l tetsfor laget,  I97l . ,.
6 }.''r1.\r af'r './*;  - lar t1cu-Iar ly 

the footnotes.

?7, Tn ear l ier  lhases of  western l " - is to: : ; r  the idea of  or ig inal
tin vras impor:tant, as also the id.ea that they coul<l be
bcaten out of  chi ldrenr Chi ldren v/ere p; ' ivate propert ; ' ,
tha father v/as not accountable to anybodlr ,  they could be
eval .u-ated in terms of  econonic ut i l i ty  and be preserved 1f
the ut i l i t l '  r ' :ere : r igh,  be s lank-ed to deat l ]  : f  the ut i l i ty
r,fcrg 1or,,tr.

2.{ \ ,  Tir is point  cannot be ruade of ten enough: there is a di f ference
between an abstract  norm and a norn associated vr i th a eon-
crete Dorrn-s€nd,er,  even a sendei  to r ' rhom the receiver has
c. very posi t ive,  emot ional  re la. t ionship.  Iv iaybe we should
even not use the sane term rrnormrr in the two cases, maybe
t1iat  only at ldsto the confusion?

?.9. l lo i ' rhere i r  th is so wel l  d.escr ibed. as in James Abegglen
class- lc,  The "TalaneFe Factory,  Glencoe, The Free Press,  1-957.

j ;0.  r 'L ' ' ,e uni .vcrsal ist i .c/ei f fusc rc lat ionship iL "Tap&D is paterna-
J ist ic,  bacer l  on the I teoncern'r  of  the factory an,d.  the managers '
. fo: :  thc total-  personal i ty of  the norker.  In a Chinese Peoplesr
Comrnune i t  is  in pr inc. ip le more hor i .zontal ,  everybodyrs
concern wi th everybody, and" al l -  aspects of  everybody. In
both societ ies the movement is probabl ; r  - i -n the direct ion of
h ' i  r rhan i rd iv idual  mobi l i ty ,  but  in.orcler to detaeh the, . . . .LJ. . -*

-irrrl ivirlual ,from a Japanese faet,orl/company or a Ch-inese
Comrnune there has to be a change from a d.iffuse to a more
rpeci f ic  or ientat ion.  The r .est  of  the stohy v,rs probabl-y lcro ' , ' r :
tbere r , r i l l  be more indiv i r i r :a1 nobi l i ty ,  but  a- l -so r is ing cr ime
rates because of  the detachnent of  the indiv id"ual-  f rorn the
protect ive cocoon of  the conlany or eoffnrrne r
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- ; l  -  r l r l ronn mnrr f6 '  One inStr tUt iOn that iS even n6re inStfUet j .Ve
ond ef fect j .ve ped.agogical- ly than TY: part ict-pat ion_. in a t ' /ar .
In the very earefull-y researched st-udy- by.larrc-Arglhgr and
Jionemary Ga:: tner,  ' rViolent Acts aJrd Violent Times: A Compara-
t ive Approach to Posttvar Hom-ic ide l i .atesrr ,  {marlean Soeiological
I !v i -ey^ l7 lSt  Pp. 937-963,.  i t  is  shot,m tht  t
i - i ,  substant ia l .  increase in homicid.e,  in fact  the )r ighest of
el l  the rnt ionr samplcd, , . ' rher the post scconcl  wor ld rvar per iod
is compared with the per loci  before that  t r r&rr  The authors
c:raminc a number of  possibl-e explanatory theor ies,  and cone
up wit) t "  the ' r legi t imat ion of  v io lence moclel- ,  r+hieh predicts
post tvar increases as a resul t  of  . the perwasive wart ime presence
6f of ic la l ly  sanct ioned ki l l ing" (1.  l6c; ,  The nresent i .uthor
in incl ined to at taeh nore s ignl f icanee to general  t rends in
modern, rTlore or less overr levoloped" societ ies than to the in-
f l .uence of  rvars,  but  th is ma; '  a lso have been one factor.

i?. ,  J:r  recent t imes i t  a lso looks as i f  a publ ishing contract
with an important company could enter the relation so that
r  nnmnlo- deal  between defend4nt,  prosecutcr,  publ ishing
company anrl possibly al-so the d,efence 1a', ' ,1's1 might be an
important part  of  the mac)r inery of  ar l judicat ion,

5: ' ,  f l 'o  my lmot^r ledge there is no study contrast  j -ng the role of
i l  s t r ike by the pol ice in )r ighlJr  a l - ienat ing long-d, istance
contexts such as brg c i t ies and more clore,  short-distamce
communit- les a study of  tha. i  type vroulr l  be interest ing.

7,,1 . l/1ry thesd three socletles, the Axis powers of the Second, '; ' iorld
l ,h,r? Does i t  have sonething to do r^r i th the unful f i l led aspira-
t . i "ons behind their  bel l igerent act iv i t ies,  is  i t  due to a
common factor that makes for fasci"sm on the one hand anC these
phenornena on the other,  or  is  there no relat ion at  a l l?
l i lhere i .s probably sone relat ion,  for  j .nstanee the tendenc; '
aniong nome peopl  e to bel  j  eve t i :Lat  v io lence can be a cause of
funrLamental  social  change 1f  d i rected. a.ge- inst  wel l  chosen
r ' ,cople.  For th i -s to be usefr-r l  as an hypothesis i t  is  not
ne cessary ' that  t l - le terror lsts thennselves'bel ieve in such
theor ies,  l i rey nay engage i ,n the v io l -ence for total ly di f ferent
rea$ons, su.ch as personal  grat i f icat ion.  lut  for  tne penomenon
to be taken suff ic ient ly ser iously by a suf f ic ient  number of
poople to const i tnte a stnrcture anr l  a l rocess r^ i i th in the
soelety,  an ethos of  the type ment ioned might be a th i rc l  back-
grouncl fbo:bon. -, -- - . .'- -

"3';, \/r; h.ave probably far from seen the end of t jre Aldo lvioro story;'
Tlrun, .,.re do not lcror,v r. ihat lcind of secrets he seems to have
br l t ra.ved tn hisr  enntors- arnY' |  r ln r ' ro ' f f r6g tO what eXtent i ' lOrovv u!aJ!ru vV rr{})  vcl l - 'uv!ut  r rvr

hLmself  r .ns . in a process of  accept ing somc of  the ideological
nosi t ionsi  o. f  h. in captors.  -A- jon:nal ist  ' , lho rntert ' iewed ther ' "  ' ' -
hcacl  of  that  sect ion of  the pol ice in Rome, t r t  a pr iygte
conmunication to the present- author, reported thd?rff.a 6f the
pol ice to say that f rwe cannot af forc i  to catch hj-m al iver l
the press agency for vrhichshe was t /ork ing refused" to publ lsh
that report .

3( , .  r l l l r ic  i r . ;  of  course not t r - re of  ar" l l  of  then, but part icular ly
of  the leaders -  upper middle c lass backgroundr themselves
Itu.r ients,  more of ten t i ran not of  socio1o3, l ' .  _19rye day one
nl inh. t  conclude that the Ui l  soc- io logy of  the 1950s carr j -es
sote of  thc ret lonsibi l i ty  for  being so stmcture:bf lnclr  so
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r l i - -void of  any ser ious ef for t  to dlscnss social  c lasses and
t l re l r  re lat ions that a socio-1-ogr exag0erat i : rg in the oi ] :er
c l i . reet ion s i rnply har. l  to energe.

36. l th i l ;  is  a birr : r ' .e theme in "Tohan 
Gal 'br"rngr Tore I Ie iestad.,

l l : : l - l .r  l .u11eng, rr0n the . l-rr:cl l .- ine and. ?al_1. of lmpires: the I lornan
l i :npire aJr i l  ' . , 'cstern l rnpcr i .a l i i :m Oomparedrt ,  Papers,  Chair  in
Conft: .ct an"d. Peace I icsec.reh, Univeisi ty of-fss'ry}Br -
l lc l  social  fornat ions are l i l re l ; ' to emer[ , ;c at  the behest of
dcs.;- i . l lusj-c lned el- i , tes thrcmgl i  t ' , ' i t1-"  ineir  o l . ,n socLety,  rather
t l tan vr i th 'bhose at  the bo'btonr or outside t let  soci t iv-  en. . 'cTi
to [et  into posj . t ions of  po, , , rer  and" pr iv i lcgc.

' ) i \ .  J lor . 'a ] , ! 'ar  L l f ,a inst  occu;yi : ' r . -  forces no intel lectuals are needed
t l te enOmy : i .s ear]r  to i r lent i f ; . ' ,  the goal  . is  c lear.  I ,or  act ion
a;; '" j-nct a soeial structure l lrh.ere the e1?eny is not so t*Cryi. to
irlentif lr and @e.-6oaf. fa:: fron c]e:r, nuch- th.eory woulc be
ncedet l  to malce up for th j .s lack of  c lar i ty;

3).  r 'or  an analysis_ gf  th is ly lg of  bel ief  ,  see ,rohan Galtung,I 'Decluct ive Thinking and Pol i t ical  l ract ice:  .N,n Essay on
l l leuton. ic Intel lectual  5ty1e rr ,  lapers on l iethodolos.r .  l lssarrs
- in iTethocio1o3Yl\ro1.f f , . ] i1erhapter"e.

40. I ta ly rvent mr:eh fu.r ther rn th is direct ion Cur ins the searcj i
for  L ldo I ' loro than did l lesi  Gerrnn'rrr  in j is  sear6h for Han4s-
i lar t in lchleyer.  i lovev"",  

" i t " ; i l ;6t  
countr l ,  i1 ean probably

l ,c ascr"rmei j  t l rat  parani l i tar ; . '  'mi ts of  the t jpe that acted
.iri l ' logad.i.scio have been active for a lonn tlme and vri l l  in-
crca,ge in s igni f  ieance,

41 ,  Tror sor le c1ata,  the Jolan Galtung and l ionica f iemegah frOver-
develolment a:r t l  the hl tnernat ive i la;rs of  L i fe 1n t ich Cor-rnt : i jest ' -
- l 'aper ?or sub-p: :o j  ect  t tAl terrrat ive ' . , 'nrrs of  r  i  f  prr  r lon' l  s -  T)ron.,r*3,_+_,
r .nd,  Inr l icators of  )evelopnent Pro jeet ,  Uni ted l lat ions Universi tgr ,
f , .eneva, nigir t  be useful .

4?-,  Ior  a rnore detai lec analysls of  se' , . 'era1' , iays in v ih ich alpha
f ,nd bgta 3frnrnf t r r .ocr inDrr n.) ,n l . iyra i r  nn.o hannrr  nnmbinat i6nS
tha'  to 'n i  

" ; ; ; ; ; :  " ; " ;* i  vJrr ivrra\ i t  r - r  r ' rur . ,  i r ' ' " r r lJ  uu'
r  wvuej ,  !u-  ;he laper referre, l  to- in footnote ID

above.

4'- ; . ' l 'h"ore 1s I  r ran, ] r r  
^y i  

f l io Chr istra:r ia c-qoerrrnentI t  Dominant iva;rg
of l j fe r ;  b; i l ; " [ , ' ] ' - '  p"""enteci .  for  the sub-projectrr : ' i l ternat j .ve i " 'ays of  T, i fe" ,  Goals,  processes aird ind. icators
o' [  lerrc lopmcnt ProJeet,  Lnfr ] ,  C.eneva, &t Cart igny 21_24 Apr i l  19?8.

t,4-. I lorvever, cven if a corunune goes r-rnd.er its menbers may g6: to
other conffunes el-sewhere for that  reason i t  is  a l f - f i6u1t
t,q say horv short or long-liverl a cornmlrne is. Ior an analyeis
of thi::, see Jol,^.an GaJ-trrng, Jelf-Reliante and Globar rntb::-
l}*g$-?no?, ottarva, canadian cy,
]97e_: part iculpr l l -  chapter 2 t 'Poor countr ies vs.  -Rich,  p6or -  '
l ' 'eople vs. Rich: I ' ihorn vrj. l l- t l 're New fnternational Eeon6mic Order
Tl6'y16g' f r i  +?l l

a


